
 
 

 
 
 
Nov. 14, 2017 
 
Jefferson County Sheriff's Dept. confirms Hope Animal Clinic's request for transfer of dog 

to GBHS Animal Care & Control and releases veterinarian's name 
 

After the outpouring of concern and the many questions that have been raised, we at the GBHS 
Animal Care & Control have been authorized by the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department to 
release the following information and clarifying details about events leading up to a dog being 
released by the Hope Animal Clinic into our care. To this point, the GBHS Animal Care & 
Control has and will continue to only discuss the facts of this case that have been approved by 
the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department, so as not to impede the pending animal cruelty 
investigation. 
 
GBHS Animal Care & Control is recognized as the acting Animal Agent for Jefferson County, as 
outlined by Alabama Code § 3-7A-7, which provides, “It is the duty of each and every county in 
the state to provide a suitable county pound and impounding officer for the impoundment of 
dogs, cats, and ferrets found running at large in violation of the provisions of this chapter.” 
Acting under direction of the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department, GBHS Animal Care & 
Control responded pursuant to Alabama Code § 3-1-13, which requires us “to take charge of and 
care for neglected or abused animals” at the direction of the county. The following account and 
timeline of events represents the actions taken by GBHS Animal Care & Control in strict 
accordance with Alabama State Law.  
 
On Nov. 9, GBHS Animal Care & Control was dispatched to locate and retrieve an injured, stray 
dog that had been reported. The dog was potentially part of a criminal cruelty investigation. 
Upon arriving at the animal’s reported location, the Animal Care & Control Officer was 
informed that a private animal rescue operation, Two by Two Animal Rescue, had instructed a 
concerned citizen to take the dog to Hope Animal Clinic in Bessemer. In turn, GBHS Animal 
Care & Control contacted the Hope Animal Clinic to let them know that the dog would soon be 
arriving and would likely be part of a criminal animal cruelty investigation. 
 
When the dog arrived at Hope Animal Clinic, Dr. Katherine Schmidt, DVM, determined that she 
needed immediate surgery. By this time, the dog’s owner had been identified. GBHS Animal 
Care & Control advised Dr. Schmidt that the owner had been found, and that a criminal 
investigation was probable. The GBHS officer explained to Dr. Schmidt that evidence would 
need to be gathered carefully and thoroughly to ensure its proper handling and preservation for 
the sake of the investigation. GBHS Animal Care & Control also advised that Dr. Schmidt file a 
police report on the animal’s condition, which she did. The dog’s surgery was successfully 
performed by veterinarians at Hope Animal Clinic. 
 
On Friday, Nov. 10, Dr. Schmidt contacted Deputy Dwight Sloan of the Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s Department via phone and email, requesting that the dog be transferred to GBHS 
Animal Care & Control. This is in accordance with standard protocol and procedure for animal 



cruelty investigations. When Deputy Sloan asked if the dog was stable enough to be transferred, 
Dr. Schmidt confirmed that she was. 
 
Dr. David Fuller, DVM, of Hope Animal Clinic, also agreed that the dog was stable enough to be 
transferred. Had the dog not been stable, neither the veterinarians at Hope, nor the Sheriff’s 
Department, would have authorized the transfer until it was safe to do so. 
 
With confirmation of the dog’s stable condition and following instructions issued by the 
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department, GBHS Animal Care & Control Officers went to Hope 
Animal Clinic to pick up the dog and transport her approximately 7 miles to GBHS’s animal 
hospital and clinic. Upon arrival at Hope, however, the clinic staff refused to release the dog into 
the care of the GBHS Animal Care & Control Officers. 
 
In an effort to resolve the situation, GBHS Animal Care & Control provided written 
documentation of the transfer request to the clinic administrator. Deputy Sloan contacted the 
clinic and verified that the transfer had been requested by Dr. Schmidt and approved by the 
Sheriff’s Department. The Hope clinic staff, however, still refused to release the dog to the 
Animal Care & Control Officers. At that point, Deputy Sloan sought a court order from a local 
judge requiring the dog to be transferred into the custody of GBHS Animal Care & Control. In 
compliance with the court order, Hope released the dog into the care of Dr. Jerry Latham, DVM, 
Chief Medical Officer for GBHS Animal Care & Control. The dog was then transported to the 
GBHS animal hospital and clinic. 
 
She is resting comfortably and receiving the necessary care and close observation from Dr. 
Latham and his dedicated team. She is doing well and is benefiting from the much-needed 
companionship and personal attention that goes a long way in promoting the healing process. 
 
While many are asking for photos and videos of her after having received care from Dr. Latham, 
GBHS Animal Care & Control is unable to release photos of her that might jeopardize the 
ongoing criminal investigation. Her well-being is our top priority, as is bringing justice for her, 
which means refraining from posting to social media any potential evidence or discussing the 
case beyond what has been approved and released by the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department. 
As soon as the investigation and case are resolved, GBHS Animal Care & Control will be 
permitted to release photos, and will gladly do so. 
 
In any animal cruelty investigation, the decision to bring charges and prosecute an incident of 
animal cruelty rests exclusively with the Sheriff’s Department and the District Attorney, not 
GBHS. Since this is an ongoing investigation, any further questions should be directed to the 
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department.  
 
Thank you to our community for their support as we work to end animal abuse, neglect and 
cruelty in our community. 
 
Art Edge 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Greater Birmingham Humane Society 
 
 
 


